
The Visitor is the monthly newsletter for the members and friends of First Lutheran Church

February 2024

Parish Staff
Pr. John Dietz, pastor
Rian Johnson, secretary
Melissa Peterson, custodian
Elaine Sweeney, musician

Parish Council
Lynn Schweiberger, president
Kay Dague, secretary
Barb Bautch
Connie Bryant
Pr. John Dietz
Gen Lervik
Mary Maki
Dave Peterson
Stephanie Skraba
Sheryl Tokarczyk
Nancy White

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00 am- 2:00 pm
After 2:00 pm by appointment

Contact Us
2201 Third Avenue East
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
Call the office: 218-263-8388
Email Rian: rianjohnson@firsthibbing.org
Email Pr. John: pastorjohn@firsthibbing.org

Join us!
Sundays
9:30 am Eucharist
               Service of Holy Communion
10:30 am Fellowship
               Conversation and refreshments
10:30 am Sunday School & Confirmation
                Age 3 - Grades 6+ Faith Formation

Mondays
1:00 pm Quilting

Wednesdays in Lent beginning February 14
11:00 am Worship & Lunch (February 14th only)
11:00 am Lunch & Learn February 21st and following
5:00 pm Meal
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 Confirmation

Baptisms, Weddings, & Pastoral Care
Please contact the church office to schedule a Baptism or
a Wedding in advance. If you are seeking pastoral care for
yourself or a loved one, please contact the church office
to set up an appointment or call the pastor directly in an
emergency. Always leave a message at 218-969-5108.

Hibbing Public Access TV
Watch on channels 805 or 118.5 or on the website:
hpat.org- go to Educational Access and scroll down to
First Lutheran Church
Live on Sundays at 9:30 am
Rebroadcast on Sundays at 8:30 am, Wednesdays at 
8:00 pm, and Thursdays at 2:00 pm

First Lutheran Church – Hibbing is a parish of the
Northeastern Minnesota Synod, one of 65 synods of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The ELCA is one
of the largest Christian denominations in the United
States, with nearly 3.3 million members in more than
8,900 worshiping communities across the 50 states and in
the Caribbean region.

Follow us on Facebook at:
firsthibbing

YouTube Channel:
First Lutheran Church- Hibbing, MN



PASTOR

Have you ever wondered why certain holidays have
fixed dates and some seem to just move around from
year to year? An example of a fixed date holiday is
December 25 which is always Christmas Day every year,
no matter what day of the week it might fall on. And
then there’s Easter, which moves around quite a bit. The
date for Easter is based on an ancient lunar calendar. So
it always falls on the first Sunday after the full moon
that occurs on or after the spring equinox, unless that 

to a new age of forgiveness and new life, from private
lives to public ministry. That’s the model for this
season. It’s time for us to be reformed by God. 

So we can use our 40 days of Lent this year to search
for the best Friday fish fry and joke about giving
things up . . . maybe we can make a new commitment       
to weekly worship on a Sunday or Wednesday . . . or
letting go of grudges, abstaining from complaining,   

Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.
2 Corinthians 6:2

+ Fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday   with
only one simple meal.
+ Refrain from eating meat on all Fridays in Lent,
substituting with vegetarian or fish meals.
+ Eliminate a food/ food group for the entire season;
consider saving rich foods for Easter.
+ Consider not eating before receiving Holy
Communion.
+ Abstain from or limit a favorite activity (television,
movies etc.) for the entire season, 
and spend more time in prayer, Bible study, and
reading devotional material.
+ Don't just give up something that you have to give
up for your doctor or diet anyway; make it voluntary
self-denial that you offer to God in prayer and your
neighbor in service.

Peace and all good.

+Pastor John Dietz

or fasting from gossip . . . We can
take this time to be transformed like
the world was during the great
flood, like the people of Israel were
in the desert, and like Jesus himself
was in the wilderness. It’s up to us  
to be open to the gift that Lent can
be.

The ELCA’s Handbook for the
Discipline of Lent offers a number
of guidelines for fasting, abstinence,
and other forms of self-denial during
Lent. Consider using some of these
as ways to enter into the wilderness
of “self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting,
sacrificial giving and works of love”
we begin on Ash Wednesday:

Forty is symbolic of the number in the Bible. It’s the
number of days Jesus spent in the wilderness
following his baptism; he was being tested/ prepared
before he began his public ministry. Noah also spent
40 days and nights on the ark during the flood and
of course, the Israelites wandered for 40 years from
the time they escaped from Egypt until they entered
the promised land. 

In all of these 40 day/year timespans, God’s people
were being transformed — from people of slavery to
people of freedom, from the old age of sin and death 

full moon happens to fall on a
Sunday — then Easter is the next
Sunday. This year Easter is March
31.

Ash Wednesday moves around,
too. It is always 46 days before
Easter, so this year Ash
Wednesday is February 14. That’s
early, but the absolute earliest date
Ash Wednesday can fall on is 
February 4; that hasn’t happened
since 1818 and won’t happen again
until 2285 so none of us have to
worry about that.

The forty days of Lent begin with
Ash Wednesday and Lent is all
about time. Even our word “Lent” 
comes from the Old English word 
“Lencte” which has to do with springtime and the
lengthening of the days as we move closer to Easter.
We talk about the 40 days because, traditionally, the
Sundays of Lent don’t “count” in the 46 between
Ash Wednesday and Easter.



Worship God 

Easter lilies can be ordered through the church.
Each plant is $15.00. The church will purchase as
many plants as needed for the sanctuary. Any
money received over the cost of that purchase will
be used to re-stock our parish care cupboard. Order
forms on the Welcome Table.



GROW IN FAITH

Lenten Season Lunch & Learn
Due to lack of interest in mid-morning worship and lunch,
we will instead hold one mid-morning worship and lunch
on Ash Wednesday (an informal, brief service, followed by
a light lunch). For the rest of the Wednesdays in Lent, we
will hold Lunch & Learn Bible Studies at 11:00 am on
Wednesdays. Bring your own lunch, coffee will be
available.



BUILD COMMUNITY
Summer Trip Planning Meeting
March 3
We would love your input on this year’s Faith & Fun Summer Trip. We’re looking for ideas on where to go, what to do,
and who we can invite to do it with us! Are you a parent, a youth in high school or middle school, or an adult
interested in chaperoning? Let’s meet after worship on Sunday, March 3 and brainstorm together!

Spaghetti Meal Fundraiser
March 6
On Wednesday, March 6, we will be having a Spaghetti Meal youth fundraiser and we hope you’ll all come out for that
to support our young people! We’ll have spaghetti with meatballs, bread, and salad.

Birthday Card Signing
Please take some time each Sunday to sign some birthday cards. Whether you know the people or not, if you write a
little message or just sign your name – it doesn’t matter. We want to be able to send cards off to members and friends
of First Lutheran who have upcoming birthdays! The cards and pens will be on a table in the parish hall so you can visit
it during fellowship. 
 
QUASQUICENTENNIAL
125th Anniversary Committee
If you are interested in being part of a small group that will help plan the events for the 125th Anniversary Celebration
of First Lutheran Church, please talk to Pastor John. We will need all sorts of help over the next year and a half in
many different areas and we are hoping everyone will take part in making this a great celebration of our church – but
we are currently looking for a few people who are interested in steering the process from the beginning. 

First Lutheran Church
Monthly offerings

Many thanks to everyone who
faithfully supports the mission and
ministries of First Lutheran Church
with your generous offerings to our
general fund for operating costs, and
also to the building fund that helps
with repairs and maintenance.
Together, we make ministry happen
here at First Lutheran Church!

General offerings:
February: $11,002.26

Building fund offerings:
February: $403.29

***Amounts reflect what was recorded at the time of
newsletter print.

February Birthdays 
February 2:
Jack Benolken
February 3:
Wendy Rue, Jaclyn Ridlon
February 4:
Amy Mandt
February 6:
Russ Smith, Dorothy
Cencich
February 8:
Megan Jones
February 10 :
Layla Garrison
February 12:
Gionna Hughes, Dennis
Estey
February 13:
Paula Kangas, Lillyan
McCarroll, Lillian Elj,
Sandra Hecimovich
February 14:
Irene Hardy

February 15:
Landon & Taya Krampotich
February 16:
Matthew McCarroll
February 18:
Barbara Bonelli
February 20:
Owen Qualley
February 21:
Tina Greenwood, Kazuko
Larson
February 23:
Austin Walters, Colton
Wollin
February 25:
Ryan Lind
February 26:
Gen Lervik, Sherie Griffiths
February 28:
Robert Griffiths



Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Thank you to out-going council members Gen Lervik and Dave Peterson. Welcome to Ann Vucetich
and Greg Barto.
Quorum consisting of 62 members was established
Call to order at 10:24 am by Lynn Schweiberger, prayer by Pr. John Dietz.
2023 meeting minutes reviewed. Dennis Flynn moved to approve the minutes and Barb Tanem seconded the motion.
Motioned approved.
2024 proposed budget and financial report presented by Pr. John Dietz. There was no question to the proposed
budget. Paul Tokarczyk made a motion to approve the proposed budget. Dave Rian seconded the motion. Motion
carried.
Pastoral Acts for 2023 were reviewed.
New Business:

Election of Church Council members Ann Vucetich and Greg Barto were completed by written ballot and were
unanimously elected to the council.
Recognition of outgoing council members Gen Lervik and Dave Peterson.
Election of Endowment Committee members Grace Giombetti, Marlene Barto and Ann Vucetich were completed
by written ballot and were unanimously elected to the Endowment Committee.
Phyllis Rian requested a change to the lighting in the sanctuary. This suggestion is referred to the property
committee.

Motion to adjourn by Connie Bryant and seconded by Scott Skraba. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am.

SERVE THE NEIGHBOR
Spaghetti Meal Service Project/ Fundraiser
On Wednesday, March 6, we will need “all Confirmation hands on deck” to help with the evening Spaghetti Meal —
from set-up, cooking and serving, to clean-up. Following the service that evening, we will not hold a Listening Circle.
Thank you, Confirmation families, for putting this fundraiser on your calendars. All proceeds will go to our up-coming
2024 Faith & Fun Summer Trip.

Altar Server Schedule for February
Feb 4, Sun 9:30 am  Rocco Sampson and Tommy Sampson
Feb 11, Sun 9:30 am  Landon Tokarczyk and Kiah Tokarczyk 
Feb 14, Weds 6:00 pm  Max Bautch and Gage Rantala
Feb 18, Sun 9:30 am  Ruby Johnson and Ruby Plese
Feb 21, Weds 6:00 pm  Tommy Sampson and Owen Qualley
Feb 25, Sun 9:30 am  Kiah Tokarczyk and Morgan Schnortz
Feb 28, Weds 6:00 pm  Gage Rantala and Addy Weyrauch  

Confirmation Lenten Meal Schedule
The following families are asked to help out on Wednesday nights with serving and cleaning-up after the soup suppers. If
you can’t help out on the day you’ve been assigned, please look for a replacement family and then let the office know of
the change. You can always recruit other family and friends to help out! Suppers start at 5:00 pm and worship begins at
6:00 pm.
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday  Ruby Johnson and Ruby Plese families
Feb 21 Second Wednesday Aiden Grindle, Owen Qualley, and Morgan Schnortz families
Feb 28 Third Wednesday Gage Rantala and Addy Weyrauch families
Mar 6 Fourth Wednesday ALL Confirmation Students and their families
Mar 13 Fifth Wednesday Tommy and Rocco Sampson and Max Bautch families
Mar 20 Sixth Wednesday Landon and Kiah Tokarczyk and Bree Stimac families 
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