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CONTACT US 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

MONDAY: 8:00-4:00 

TUESDAY: 8:00-4:00 

WEDNESDAY: 8:00-4:00 

THURSDAY: 8:00-4:00 

FRIDAY: 8:00-12:00 

2201 3rd Avenue East, Hibbing, MN 55746 

Tel: 218-263-8388 

Pastor email: pastor@firsthibbing.org 

Office email: office@firsthibbing.org 

Website: www.firsthibbing.org 

“Like” our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/firsthibbing 

Subscribe to First Lutheran Church’s YouTube channel 
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Erik Roth 

Secretary 

Rian Johnson 

Organist 

Elaine Sweeney 

Custodial Services 

Melissa Peterson 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Lynn Schweiberger 

Nancy White  

Gen Lervik 

Mary Maki 
Stephanie Skraba 

David Peterson 

Sandy Carlson 

Kay Dague 

Connie Bryant 

Sheryl Tokarczyk 

 

CONGREGATIONAL                                      

TREASURER 

Sandy Carlson 

CHURCH CAMPUS AND 

EVENTS 

• Building is open to the public 

We are open for in-person 

Worship Sundays at 9:30 am 

• Sunday services are also available 

live and rebroadcast on local 

channel 5, through the HPAT in-

ternet channel and the church’s 

YouTube channel 

• Hand sanitizer is available in mul-

tiple areas of the church and 

masks are recommended. 

• Check out our new website! 

The address is still the same, 

but it is definitely new and 

improved!! The website will 

continue to be updated and 

be a source for all of our up-

coming events and links! 

WORSHIP & MINISTRY 

Sunday Morning Service 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

Telecast live HPAT channel 5 

Rebroadcast: 

9:30 pm Sundays 

8:00 pm Wednesdays 

2:00 pm Thursdays 

HPAT internet channel 

First Lutheran’s YouTube channel 

 

Weddings: 
Make arrangements in advance by 

contacting the church office. 

 

Baptisms: 
Make arrangements in advance by 

contacting the church office. 

 

Pastoral Care: 

Contact the office. 



 

 

Exodus 20:8-9 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 

 
My wife Tauna traveled to Denver a few weeks ago to attend the week long festival of homiletics. 
Homiletics is a fancy name for preaching. The annual festival draws pastors from all over the world 
to engage in preaching workshops and events featuring the most talented and well-known preach-
ers of our time.  Tauna had a wonderful and faithful week, and she came back to Minnesota with 
inspiration and fresh insight. She also came back with covid. Even though she immediately isolat-
ed herself to the basement of our house, I contracted covid a couple days later. We are very fortu-
nate that neither of us had any serious symptoms, but we had to cancel/postpone ministries, piano 
recitals, coaching kid’s soccer games, graduation parties, holiday bbq get-togethers, etc. I was dis-
appointed because I had been looking forward to celebrating these special days. With covid there 
really isn’t much to do except be at home and wait for the isolation time to end. It wasn’t until day 3 
that I realized it has been several years since I simply stayed at home and relaxed. Sure, I’ve gone 
on vacation in the past several years, but I can’t say those vacations were “relaxing.” (anyone who 
has traveled with young children can attest to that). After realizing how long it has been since I had 
genuine rest, I was able to truly appreciate how important it is. 

God values rest and knows how important it is for a healthy life. This value is reflected in the 
action that God made it one of the 10 commandments. God has gifted us with the commandment 
to “Honor the sabbath and keep it holy.” Part of the commandment is about worship and giving 
God our time. But part of that commandment is simply about rest. Afterall, God worked six days in 
the wonderment of creation and then on the seventh day God rested. Leading by example, God 
wants us to rest too.   

I know that being active, supporting others and being part of the community is good, but 
during my covid isolation I learned that constant hustle and bustle is not good. I know my covid ex-
perience is different from others. I am fortunate not to have serious symptoms, and I was blessed 
that I was able to spend my time in isolation with my family playing board games, doing art projects 
and reading stories. That week spent at home was refreshing and regenerative to our relation-
ships. God is wise and commands that we rest so that our relationships can be renewed. We need 
time to ponder God’s work, and we need time to give attention to ourselves and our loved ones. 

Part of my own theological foundation is knowing that God doesn’t cause bad things, like 
covid, to happen, but God is present in the midst of these things and works good through 
them.  Going forward in life, I’ve learned the value of making intentional plans to rest simply in rela-
tionship- relationship with loved ones and relationship with God. It is good to occasionally remove 
ourselves from the constant hustle and bustle of everyday life. Now that June has arrived and 
many of us are set to enjoy summer vacations. As you prepare to enjoy the summer, I commend 
you to remember the value of genuine rest and let God renew you. 

 
Your co-worker in Christ~ Pastor Erik 



Church Finances 

Many thanks to all who support First Lutheran Church 

and its extended ministries.  FLC's General Fund con-

tributions fuel this congregation's operational needs 

and extended ministries. General fund offerings are 

shared with our NE MN Synod and the ELCA Church-

wide office to help ELCA Bible camps, youth ministry, 

seminaries, global outreach, various endeavors to 

promote peace and justice, and administrative costs. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the 

ministry at our church!  Please continue to send in 

your offerings to help us continue to operate in our 

community.   

“Strengthen Our Foundation” is our campaign to 

raise $150,000 to help cover some of the costs of 

the repairs and projects that we have done and pro-

jects that we will need to have done. We appreciate 

any and all help that we receive, helping to maintain 

our beautiful building! God bless! 

Pentecost BBQ 

 

Please join us after 

worship on Sunday, 

June 5th for a BBQ 

in the backyard of 

the parsonage! We 

are looking forward to the beginning of sum-

mer and want to spend our fellowship outside 

with good food and friends. The church will 

supply the burgers and buns, juice and coffee. 

Please bring a small side to share and a bag 

chair to sit in! Please call the office to RSVP 

so we know how many burgers to get.  

Happy Birthday to the following congregants!!! 
6/1-Kay Ranger 

6/3-Carson Link 

6/4-Doris Baasie 

6/5-Jenny Walters 

6/6-Phyllis Rian 

6/8-Mavis Danielson, Darlene Stavnes 

6/9-Rian Johnson, Travis Griffiths, Megan Hoertsch 

6/10-Shirley Szweduik 

6/11-Gloria Maras, Natalie Stimac, Ace Barsness 

6/13-Richard Sundvick 

6/14-Alice White, Sylas Schweiberger, Jonathan Rue, Cash 

Johnson 

6/15-Brad Benson, Candice Duncan 

6/17-Gary Kangas 

6/19-Mica Morgan, Christina Gargano 

6/20-Mary Jane Torrel 

6/21-Cj Jesperson, Madi Soderberg 

6/22-Joseph Moen, Carol Catani 

6/23-Michael Cencich 

6/24-Addison Weyrauch 

6/25-Dick Podomonick, Faith Tuin 

6/26-Cody Rutherford 

6/27-Ilexa Rutherford, Andrea Gargano, Pollie Wilen 

6/28-Lila Hill 

6/29-Shirley Kolden, Gretchen Hoertsch 

 

 

 

General offerings: 

April:$10,719.00 
May: $7,541.70 

Strengthen Our  

Foundation: 

Total as of May 31st: 
$52,751.00 

Save the Date: 

Sunday, July, 17th 

will be our Worship 

in the Park with 

OSLC, FLC, Faith, 

Holy Trinity and 

Wesley United.  

More info will be in the upcoming bulletins and 

newsletter. 



 

WELCA  stands for Women of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. If you are a 

woman and part of the church then you are part of WELCA. Our mission is to mobilize 

women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. This organization functions in local, 

synod, and churchwide settings. Here at First Lutheran we have an active group of 

women who support each other and the church in doing God's work. We actively raise 

monies that go back into our community to help others. All women are welcome. To 

find out more, ask in the church office for the number for the president. 

Property Committee- Please call the office if you are interested in being a part of 

the Property committee. We are very thankful to Forrest and Paul for all they do, and 

we would like to get some additional help! There are spring projects coming up and 

would love to have some more input and help to facilitate these projects!  

Sunday Volunteers- Please see the sign up sheets in the narthex after service or call 

the office to volunteer! All Sundays in June are open for all volunteer spots. We need 

readers, greeters and assistant ministers. We also need people to sign up to host fel-

lowship. Let’s give the ladies who always step up to serve us a well deserved break!! 

Sunday Broadcasts- If you would like to donate a broadcast in memory or honor of 

someone, please call the office. This helps with the cost of our audio/visual staff and 

maintenance.  

Announcements: 

We are currently still taking donations for 

the garage sale. As of now, we are still in 

need of “stuff” in order to hold the sale. If 

you are doing some “spring cleaning” in 

your home and are looking to get rid 

of  items in your house, please consider do-

nating them to the church for our sale. You 

can also request a tax donation form. If you 

need help getting it to the church, call the 

office and Rian will connect you to some-

one who can help.  Check the bulletin an-

nouncements for the date of the sale! 

Thank you to all who have donated so far! 

We are looking to set the date for June/July. 

Items Needed!!! 

Date to be set soon!! 

Vacation Bible School at Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church 

Where: OSLC 501 East 23rd Street, Hibbing 

When: Sunday, August 14th-Thursday, August 18th 

5:00pm-7:30pm 

Who: Completed Kindergarten-5th Grade 

Registration forms are available at OSLC, First Lutheran 

and Wesley United. There will be an online registration link 

soon and will be posted on our website. Save the date! We 

are excited to bring back VBS and the planning has been a 

year in the making! If you have questions, call the office. 

Our Savior’s, First Lutheran, & Wesley 

United present: 



 

 Girl’s Night out-All Daughter’s Dinner at 

Valentini’s 



 

  

www.VLMcamps.org • vlm@VLMcamps.org  
• 800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465 

 Camp Hiawatha, 36944 Camp Hiawatha Road, 
Deer River, MN 

Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Road, 

 

Called to order by Lynn Scweiberger @ 10:45 am.  

Present: Pastor Erik Roth, Lynn Schweiberger, Stephanie Skraba, Nancy White, Kay Dague, Mary Maki, Connie Bryant, and 

Dave Peterson. 

Zoom: Sheryl Tokarczyk. Absent: Sandy Carlson  

Property Committee Report: Wall in the basement still being monitored.  Painting TBD. Work on the kitchenette is still TBD, will 

need a small fridge and standard size sink. Need someone to trim 3 trees on 3rd Ave side  

Old Business: Update on call committee-ministry site updated, Deacon Brenda to provide candidate names. No major business at 

Synod Assembly-Pastor explained items voted on. Quilt auction reached $10,000 goal. 

New Business: Dave Peterson gave quote for contract for church/parsonage lawn care. Connie motioned to approve, seconded by 

Nancy-all in favor and motion approved. June 5th BBQ discussed.  Church will provide burgers and buns, drinks from the kitchen 

people to bring side dishes-sign up in the Narthex. 

Pastoral Updates: Bloodmobile drive here at the church is possible for July. Could include OSLC  

Pastor Erik led the council in The Lord’s Prayer and meeting was adjourned at 11:20. 

June 19th, 2022 is next Council Meeting. 

 



  THE VISITOR 

  First Lutheran Church 

  2201 Third Avenue East 

  Hibbing, MN 55746 

 
Nonprofit Organization 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Hibbing, MN 55746 
Permit No. 157 


