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Parish Staff
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Rian Johnson, secretary
Melissa Peterson, custodian
Elaine Sweeney, musician
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Connie Bryant
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Pr. John Dietz
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Office Hours
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 2:00 pm
After 2:00 pm by appointment

Contact Us
2201 Third Avenue East
Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
Call the office: 218-263-8388
Email Rian: office@firsthibbing.org
Email Pr. John: pastor@firsthibbing.org

First Lutheran Church is one of the nearly 9,000
congregations of the 3.3 million member Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Join us!

Sundays
9:00 am Choir Practice

Second and Fourth Sundays
9:30 am Worship

Service of Holy Communion
10:30 am Fellowship

Conversation and refreshments
10:30-11:30 am Sunday School: Age 3 – Grade 5

Second, Fourth & Fifth Sundays
12:00 pm Parish Bowling

Second Sundays

Mondays
9:00 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Quilting

Wednesdays
5:00 pm Lenten Midweek Soup Supper
6:00 pm Lenten Midweek Worship Service
6:30 pm Confirmation Check-in: Grades 6 +

Baptisms, Weddings & Pastoral Care
Please contact the church office to schedule a Baptism or
a Wedding in advance. If you are seeking pastoral care
for yourself or a loved one, please contact the church
office to set up an appointment or call the pastor directly
in an emergency. Always leave a message at
218-969-5108.

Hibbing Public Access TV
Watch on channels 805 or 118-5 or on the website:
hpat.org – go to Educational Access and scroll down to
First Lutheran Church
Live on Sundays at 9:30 am
Rebroadcast on Sundays at 8:30 pm, Wednesdays
at 8:00 pm, and Thursdays at 2:00 pm

Follow us on Facebook at:
firsthibbing

YouTube Channel:
First Lutheran Church- Hibbing, MN



Pastor
I was thinking about the question someone asked me
recently: “Why do we put ashes on our foreheads for
Ash Wednesday?” Other than it being called “Ash
Wednesday” — the obvious answer — there are
actually reasons we do some of these weird things.
Some of them make more sense than others. For
instance, putting ashes on your head or forehead has
been used as an outward sign to demonstrate an
inward penitence from Old
testament times. People have been
doing that long before “Ash
Wednesday” was ever a thing. But
like a lot of symbolic actions, if we
don’t explain them, we don’t
understand them, and then we’re
just kind of doing them “because.”
We call that Tradition. And it’s not
bad to have traditions, even ones
we don’t completely understand.
But, I would say, our lives and our
faith are more enriched when we do
know why we do the things we do.
Years ago, a seminary professor was
visiting his family’s homeland in
Denmark. He went to the village
where his ancestors came from and
where many of his relatives still
lived. On Sunday, he went to the Lutheran Church
and noticed people doing something he thought was
kind of odd. As worshipers came into the sanctuary,
and as they left the sanctuary, almost every one of
them turned to the wall — a bare white wall —
bowed, and made the sign of the cross.
When he asked his cousins why they did this, they
didn’t have any good answer. “It’s just what we do,”
they told him. Well, this wasn’t a good enough
answer for the seminary professor, and so he looked
into it. And what the finally discovered was a surprise,
even to the people of that church. At one time a
painting of the Virgin Mary had hung on that wall,
and as people entered and exited the church, they
would look up at that picture, bow, and make the sign
of the cross. But that painting had been removed
when the Reformation swept through Northern
Europe, and hadn’t hung in that spot for nearly 450
years! And yet, hundreds of years later, generation
after generation of Danish Lutherans continued this
tradition, even though they had no idea why. And,
what’s more interesting is that, even after they

learned why they were doing this, and that it really
didn’t make any sense — they continued to do it.
That’s the power of tradition.
Every church, like every organization or family, has
traditions. Some of them make sense more than
others. The origins of some may be lost to time. It
seems to me that during the season of Lent, we
encounter more of those rituals and practices that are

grounded in the past, but still give
meaning to how we understand and
live out our faith today. Things like
putting ashes on our foreheads,
blessing and waving palms on Palm
Sunday, stripping the Altar and
leaving the sanctuary in darkened
silence on Holy Thursday … we
don’t have to do these things, but
we get to do them – and they do
something to us.
There are some other traditions
during Lent that I really appreciate.
One of them is the Midweek Soup
Suppers and Worship Services. If
we did it all year long, it might not
be as meaningful, but gathering for
a meal together is a really
wonderful experience of Christian

community. Worshiping in the evening — at a
different time and using different liturgy — has
always been powerful to me and to others. One of
the traditions we’re bringing back is including our
Confirmation students as servers at the meals and as
leaders in worship.
Maybe there’s something about Lent or one of our
parish’s traditions that have inspired or encouraged
your faith. I really look forward to Lent because of
how well we do it here at First Lutheran. It speaks to
all of our core commitments of worshiping God and
strengthening our faith, building up community, and
serving our neighbors.
I invite everyone — members and friends of First
Lutheran — to join us on the Sundays or Wednesdays
(or both) of Lent this year. Consider making the
observance of Lent a new personal or family
tradition!
Peace and all good.

+ Pastor John Dietz



Worship God
We are called together to worship God in prayer and song,

to hear the Word and receive the Sacraments

Worship Schedule and Readings
Date Day Scripture

Readings

Mar 5 Lent 2
Love > Fear

Genesis 12:1-4
Matthew 17:1-9

Mar 12 Lent 3
Love > Shame

John 4:5-15,
19-26, 39b-42

Mar 19 Lent 4
Love > Hopelessness

Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1, 6-9,
13-17, 34-38

Mar 26 Lent 5
Love > Grief

Ezekiel 37:12-14
John 11:3-7, 17,
20-27, 33b-45

Assisting Ministers, Readers, Ushers/Greeters
We rely on many people who make worship happen
here at First Lutheran Church, and we’d be grateful
if you were one of them! There are sign-up sheets
on the Welcome Table in the narthex for Assisting
Ministers (people who help distribute the cup at
Communion), Readers (the ones who proclaim the
scripture readings), and Ushers/ Greeters (the folks
who greet you at the door with a bulletin, and help
with the offering and getting people to the
Communion). If you’re new, we’ve got people who
can show you the ropes!

Anyone and everyone is welcome to join us on the
Second and Fourth Sundays of the month (March
12 & 26) for a short choir practice. We’ll practice a
song to sing that week and learn a new one for the
next time we sing. We meet in the sanctuary at 9:00
am.

Easter Flowers
Please fill out an order form for Easter Flowers or
call the office to make an order with Rian. Easter is
April 9th this year. All orders will be made by March
31.

Nursing Home Holy Communion
The Lutheran congregations of Hibbing provide
services of Holy Communion every month at
Guardian Angels on the third Thursday at 3:00 pm.
This month we worship on March 16 with Pr. John
Dietz.

Worship in Lent
Every week during Lent we will have two
opportunities to worship – one on Sundays at 9:30
am followed by fellowship AND another on
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm with soup suppers starting
at 5:00 pm. On Sundays we will be following the
lectionary texts through the series called Love >
Greater. Love is greater than hunger, fear, shame,
hopelessness, and grief. On Wednesdays we’ll be
looking at the different scriptural themes of
Operation Restoration. How do we work with God
and each other in mending our hurting world? We’re
excited to be able to host all of these services and
suppers right here at First Lutheran Church this
year!

Sponsor a TV Broadcast
Let Rian know if you’d like to sponsor a broadcast
of a worship service in honor or in memory of
someone. TV broadcast money is used to update our
camera and sound equipment.



Strengthen Faith
We are called to pass on the faith which we have received

and to strengthen our faith through life-long learning

Sunday School
All kids age 3 through Grade 5 are encouraged to be
part of Sunday School. We are excited to be
offering a Sunday School where students learn the
Bible, enjoy making crafts and music, and have fun
with activities and games. We meet on the Second,
Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of each month. This
month we will meet on March 12 & 26.

Confirmation
Students in grades 6+ are welcome to be part of the
three-year rotation of classes, worship and service,
activities and events that lead to the Rite of
Confirmation. We normally meet on Wednesdays
from 6:30-7:30 pm, but during Lent, students and
their families will be with us for the 5:00 pm soup
suppers and will participate in the 6:00
pm midweek worship services.
Immediately after worship we will
gather in our classroom to go over the
next week’s service and check-in.
Meetings in February include: March 1,
8, 15, 22 & 29.

Wednesdays in Lent
Our life-long learning continues on
Wednesday evenings as we look at the
scriptural themes of Operation
Restoration. Midweek Evening Prayer
will take the place of Bible Study
during Lent. Please join us as we
explore:  Exodus 16:1-36 (Feed); Luke
13:10-17 (Heal); Matthew 18:21-22
(Forgive); Luke 11:1-4 (Pray); and
Exodus 20:8-11 (Rest).

Pastoral Care/ Visitation
Please call the office to set up a visit
with the pastor for Holy Communion.
If you are seeking pastoral care in an
emergency, please call his cell phone
218-969-5108 and always leave a
message.

Camp/ Camperships
Find information about our church camps on the
Welcome Table or checkout their website:
vlmcamps.org There are camping opportunities for
every age and comfort level from a day-long visit for
little kids to a week-long boundary waters trip,
family camp, canoe camp, and hockey camp.
Members of First Lutheran who are registering for
camp will pay the $100 deposit per camper, and
then let the office know to apply the campership
funds that help cover the difference.

VLM Summer Schedule
Check out the website at vlmcamps.org for more
information on registration and details on specific
programs.



Build Community
We are called to build up the community of faith – the Body of Christ –

through fellowship, mutual care, and genuine love for one another

Parish Bowling
We’re looking forward to another fun get-together at the Hibbing Bowling Center on March 12. Join us for
Parish Bowling at noon. Bowlers cover their own costs, and we’ll take a free-will donation towards the cost of
pizzas.

Painting Party – March 18
We’re excited to host another fun 3F event this month. First Family and Friends will be holding a Painting Party
on Saturday, March 18 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm in the fellowship hall. This event is geared towards adults (ask about
older kids/ teenagers) Artist and First member, Kay Dague, will guide us into creating a still-life water color, and
there will be plenty of time for conversation over coffee and desserts. Please RSVP at 218-263-8388 by March
12. A registration of $15 will help pay for our art supplies. This is a great event to invite friends to!

Lenten Soup Suppers
Lenten Soup Suppers will be served every Wednesday,
through March 29. $5 recommended offering will be split
between WELCA and the Youth Summer Trip. Sign-ups are
located at the Welcome Table. Sign up to bring soup, bread, or
crackers, to help set-up, do dishes, or to serve. We are looking
for 2 different soups per week and they will be served from
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm with Midweek Lenten Services to follow at
6:00 pm. Please join us for good food and fellowship every
Wednesday in March!

Fish Fry
If you’re looking for a family-friendly fish fry this Lent,
everyone is invited to Blessed Sacrament for their Friday 5:00
- 6:30 pm meals. Adults: $15, Kids age 6+: $10, Family Max:
$50. All proceeds go to the Assumption School which is
building a new playground that will be open to all kids in the
community.



Serve the Neighbor
We are called to use our gifts for leadership, to offer compassion,

and to serve to our neighbors near and far

Quilting
Anyone and everyone can be part of the Hobby Quilt Club at First Lutheran Church. We gather each Monday at
1:00 pm to make quilts for Lutheran Disaster Response. Any and all talent is welcome. There are people here
who can help you learn as well.

Care Cupboard
Sunday, March 12, is our monthly Care Cupboard Collection Sunday. We are accepting non-perishable food
items that can be used to make easy meals, personal care items (tooth brushes, deodorant, shampoo, etc), and
gift cards to Walmart and SuperOne for groceries. We are grateful for the donations that have been brought in
so far, and for your generosity!

Lenten Offering
ELCA World Hunger piggy banks are available at the Welcome Table and throughout the fellowship
hall. Please consider taking one home and filling your pig up with pennies. All the money will go
towards our ELCA World Hunger offering.

Thrivent Members – Designate Your Choice Dollars
Through Thrivent Choice, Thrivent members can contribute to their church—and influence how
Thrivent distributes some of its charitable grant funding through Choice Dollars®. You can
make a personal donation to your favorite enrolled organization—Thrivent pays the processing
fees. Eligible clients with membership should go to thrivent.com or contact their agent. The
deadline to designate your Choice Dollars is March 31.

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice


March 2023 at First Lutheran Church – Hibbing
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

LSS visits:
Mondays 9am-4pm
Tuesdays 4pm-7pm
Fridays 5pm-7pm

1
5:00 pm Soup
Supper
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm
Confirmation
Check-in

2 3 4

5
Lent 2
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
& Open Craft Table
2:00 pm Conference
Assembly – Tower

6
9:00 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm
Hobby Quilt
Club
7:00 pm
Al-Anon

7 8
5:00 pm Soup
Supper
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm
Confirmation
Check-in

9 10 11
Daylight
Savings Time
Starts –
Clocks Spring
Forward
Tonight!

12
Lent 3
Care Cupboard
9:00 am Choir
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Sunday
School Class
12:00 pm Parish
Bowling

13
9:00 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm
Hobby Quilt
Club
7:00 pm
Al-Anon

14
4:00 pm
Property
Committee
Meeting

15
5:00 pm Soup
Supper
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm
Confirmation
Check-in

16
9:30 am
Laurentian
Conference
Meeting
3:00 pm Holy
Communion
at Guardian
Angels

17 18
1:00 – 3:00
pm Painting
Party

19
Lent 4
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Council
Meeting

20
1:00 pm
Hobby Quilt
Club
7:00 pm
Al-Anon

21 22
5:00 pm Soup
Supper
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm
Confirmation
Check-in

23 24 25

26
Lent 5
9:00 am Choir
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Sunday
School Class

27
9:00 am Staff
Meeting
1:00 pm
Hobby Quilt
Club
7:00 pm
Al-Anon

28 29
5:00 pm Soup
Supper
6:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm
Confirmation
Check-in

30 31

Office Hours: Monday – Friday: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm and after 2:00 pm by appointment
Contact Us: 2201 Third Avenue East | Hibbing, Minnesota 55746
Call the office: 218-263-8388 | Email Rian: office@firsthibbing.org | Email Pr. John: pastor@firsthibbing.org




