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First Lutheran Church
PARISH STAFF

YOUTH EDUCATION

WORSHIP & MINISTRY

Pastor
Pastor Ben Schori
Secretary
Nancy White
Organist
Elaine Sweeney
Yoga Instructor
Angela Schweiberger
Custodial Services
Range Center Job Corps

Sunday School
September – June 4
Sunday morning
Pre-Kindergarten – Grade 5

Sunday Morning Service
Sundays at 9:30 am
Nursery provided
Telecast Live HPAT channel 5
Rebroadcast:
9:30 pm Sundays
8:00 pm Wednesdays
2:00 pm Thursdays

PARISH COUNCIL

ADULT EDUCATION

Marcy Berg
Consuelo “Connie” Bryant
William Clymer
Larry Elj
Mazie Englund
Pastor Ben Schori
Lynn Schweiberger
Linda Smith
Paul Tokarczyk

Confirmation
September – April
Wednesday evening
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Grades 7–10

Bible Study
September – June 7
Wednesday
10:00 am – 11:00 pm
Yoga Class
Mondays-beginning in
September at 9:00 am

Weddings
Make arrangements in
advance by contacting
the office.
Baptisms
Make arrangements in
advance by contacting
the office.
Pastoral Care
Contact the office

CONGREGATIONAL
TREASURER

Alice White

CONTACT US
PARISH OFFICE
Hours: Mon – Thurs, 8:00 am – 12:00 pm; 1:00 – 5:00 pm
Office closed on Fridays
2201 3rd Avenue East, Hibbing, MN 55746
Tel: 218-263-8388
Pastor Benjamin Schori
Office email: office@firsthibbing.org
Pastor’s email: pastorben@firsthibbing.org
Website: www.firsthibbing.org
"Like" our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/firsthibbing

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven
Ecclesiastes 3:1
I’ve been meditating on this verse recently, as it’s seemed especially appropriate these past
days; let me expand on why. I am both saddened and joyful to share with you all that our
beloved parish secretary, Nancy White, will be retiring and that her last day will be July 31. I am
saddened by this because Nancy has been a stellar secretary for our congregation for over 16
years and she will be greatly missed. Her warm and welcoming presence has proven to be an
invaluable blessing to our church office; something not so easily replaced. I am also joyful,
because what a gift and blessings it has been for First Lutheran to have had Nancy as our parish
secretary for over 16 years! I am also very excited for Nancy as she enters into this new and
exciting chapter of her life, where she will be able to visit and spend more time with her family
out in California, and do more of the things she personally has wanted to do.
Nancy does want me to remind you all that she is a member at First, and to tell you that she is
looking forward to continuing to be an active parishioner in her retirement. While we can and
should look forward to this along with her, we also must recognize and respect the transition
of her role in our congregation. We all know Nancy to be an extremely helpful and giving
person, and so we must be diligent in respecting her retirement and departure from the role as
parish secretary. There is no doubt that we will face challenges in these transitional days ahead.
We will be advertising the position, updating a job description, interviewing applicants, hiring a
new secretary and, hopefully, allowing them some time to shadow Nancy in all of the many,
many things she does. Not to mention the weeks and months it will take for the new parish
secretary to become acclimated to their role and responsibilities in the church office. If you or
someone you know (member or non-member) might be interested in applying for the position,
please call the church office and ask for me, Pastor Ben.
All of these things and more will certainly bring challenges to our congregation and we must
remember to lift them up to our God of love and grace, and, looking back to that verse from
Ecclesiastes, I believe these challenges will also bring great opportunities before us. “For
everything there is a season” and as one particular season of our congregation is coming to a
close, this would be another great opportunity to give thanks for what has been and to look
forward and to discern, meditate and pray on what new season could come; not just with a
turnover in the position of parish secretary, but intentionally seeking out where we are being
called to, whom we are being called to be and how we are going to respond as the Body of
Christ in our community.
So, if you’ve got a minute over the next couple months, feel free to stop by the church office
and join me in thanking Nancy for her years of service to our congregation and congratulating
her on her discernment and decision to retire. We pray for this new season that is before her
and the new season that is before our congregation as well.
Peace & Blessings,
Pastor Ben

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2017
Members present: Paul Tokarczyk, Mazie Englund,
Linda Smith, Lynn Schweiberger, Connie Bryant, William Clymer, Pr. Ben Schori
Members absent: Marcy Berg, Larry Elj
Council meeting opened with a prayer.
The secretary report was moved by Mazie Englund,
seconded by Connie Bryant. Motion passed.
April financial report was observed and discussed.
Checking/general fund required that an amount be
transferred from savings to checking. Discussion took
place, it was moved by Bill Clymer, and seconded by
Paul Tokarczyk to move $6,000 to the fund. Motion
passed.
Pr. Ben’s report: Synod Assembly report given by
Barb Tanem, Linda Smith, and Pr. Ben.
Property Committee report: Assembled paperwork for carpenter for the ordering of the pivot hinges
for the sanctuary doors.
New Business:
 “Mission We Share” report: MWS will meet May
23, 2017, at 6:00 pm, in the fellowship hall at FLC.
Council will host dinner.
 FLC softball team registration fee is $515.00 It was
moved by Mazie Englund and seconded by Pr. Ben
to pay the registration feel. Motion passed.
 Pastor Swap, with other ELCA congregations in our
community, for a few weeks. Each of the pastors
would rotate each week. This was suggested for
getting acquainted with other pastors and congregations. “All congregations must agree or it will not
take place.” Moved by Bill Clymer and seconded by
Paul Tokarczyk. Motion passed.
 Day Camp will be at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
the week of June 19.
Next Council Meeting
June 13, 2017 – 5:00 pm third floor
Lord’s Prayer
Meeting Adjourned – 6:57 PM
Submitted by William Clymer, Acting Secretary

Church Finances—Many thanks to all who support First Lutheran Church and its extended ministries. FLC's General Fund contributions fuel this congregation's operational needs and extended ministries. General fund offerings are shared with
our NE MN Synod and the ELCA Churchwide office
to help ELCA Bible camps, youth ministry, seminaries, global outreach, various endeavors to promote
peace and justice, and administrative costs. Individuals also may contribute special gifts to support seminarians, missionaries, hunger & poverty concerns
and alleviation of suffering caused by natural disasters. Weekly contributions received:
April 30—$2,067.00
May 7—$4,300.00
May 14—$4,438.00
May 21— $1,399.45
May 28— $1,537.00
Submitted by Alice White, FLC Treasurer
Note: In order to meet our operating budget we need to collect approximately $4,000 in offerings per Sunday.

Alleviating Hunger in our Community
Updated collection amount for April is $355.00.(May
to be reported in June.) Since the Hibbing Food Shelf
closed, your donations will be divided between the
Hibbing Salvation Army Food Shelf and the
First Lutheran Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Account. The soup kitchen account provides meals
for the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen two times a
month. If you wish to make a donation, make your
check payable to “First Lutheran Church” and note
in the memo “Salvation Army/FLC Soup Kitchen.”
On the second Thursday (Noon) and the third Tuesday (1:00 pm) of the month, First Lutheran members
volunteer at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen. Volunteer help is always needed on the days we serve.
Please call Rodney Jacobson at 263-8770 or Jean
Nelson at 262-0085 if you can help. Thank you to
the volunteers who make this ministry happen!
Check out First Lutheran Church's website!
Did you know you can listen to sermons that you
may have missed or want to hear again online? Wondering what events are coming up soon in the
church or want to read the most recent newsletter?
Check the First Lutheran Church website
www.firsthibbing.org.

WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in American) will not meet during the summer
months. If you have questions please contact our WELCA president, Barb Tanem.
Thank you to Barb Tanem and the WELCA ladies for putting on a wonderful All Daughters’ Banquet. Thanks to Barb Bautch and Mary Maki who prepared a delicious meal for this event. And, thanks to
Loyal and his crew for serving the meals and cleaning up!
Thank you to the First Lutheran Hobby Quilt Club! This year quilts were donated to the Hibbing
Salvation Army and Lutheran World Relief. The group will take a break for the summer and resume meeting in September. Think of joining us in the fall—we welcome (and need) new members. We meet on
Mondays at 1:00 pm.
If you are interested in applying for the FLC WELCA College Scholarship contact the office. The scholarship is normally awarded to one student entering their second year or above. Applications are due in June.
(Both males and females may apply.)
The next gathering of the Christmas Boutique Crafters will be this Tuesday, June 6, at 1:00 pm in the
fellowship hall. Both women and men are welcome to join the group. Talk with Sheryl Tokarczyk if you have
questions.
WELCA will be collecting School Kits Lutheran World Relief
Education is important for any community, especially where poverty or disaster has limited options for
young people to reach their potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some
cases, adults—continue learning despite the hardships they face. And that learning leads to a better life for
them, their families and their communities.
Include the following items in each school kit:
 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or-college-ruled paper approx 8 X 10.5” (no loose-leaf paper)
 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
 One pencil sharpener
 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with rubber band
 One box of 16 or 24 crayons
 One 2 1/2” eraser
 One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); recommended fabrics include heavy cotton, canvas, denim, and twill
Do not add other items other than those listed above. All items should be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in bag and close.
2017 Day Camp will be held Monday, June 19—Thursday, June 22 from 9:00 am—3:00 pm, and Friday,
June 23 from 9:00 am—12:00 pm. This year, Day Camp will be held at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 501
East 23rd Street in Hibbing. This five-day-long day camp is sponsored by both Our Savior’s Lutheran and
First Lutheran Church. The camp counselor staff from Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry will be on hand to conduct another fun, faith-filled, awesome day camp experience. Day Camp is free for children that have completed grades K—6. However, free will offerings are graciously accepted to help defray the cost of this experience. First Lutheran will be responsible for providing supper for the VLM staff Monday – Thursday. We also need of people to provide housing for the VLM staff, and volunteers to help with Day Camp.
Please call the church office if you are able to help, or contact Linda Smith, First Lutheran’s Day Camp coordinator. Day Camp registration forms are included in this newsletter. You may also pick up a form from the
church office.

What’s Happening at Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry
www.VLMcamps.org • vlm@VLMcamps.org
800-331-5148 • 218-666-5465
Gretchen Bachman, Program Director
Bluegrass Festival - Saturday, July 29 - Camp Vermilion
It is a day of fun and fundraising in God’s great northwoods!
Music by homegrown bluegrass and folk bands
 Delicious food
 Activities for the kids
 Silent and live auction
The music is free! All proceeds from the raffle tickets, food sales, and auctions support the programs at
Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion.
Raffle prizes:
1st prize: 2017 Lund 1600 Fury Tiller, Mercury 25 EFI Four Stroke with Power Trim/Tilt,
& Shoreland’r Roller Trailer ($13,500 Retail Value)
2nd prize: A pair of Norco Storm 7.1 Mountain Bikes, with helmets and water bottles ($1,300 Retail Value)
3rd prize: $500 cash
Drawing takes place at 6:15pm on July 30. Need not be present to win.
Can’t make it that day? You can purchase raffle tickets by calling 800-331-5148.
2016 Synod Assembly Report—April 28-20, 2017
Breezy Point Resort—Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd, MN
Pastor Ben, Barb Tanem and Linda Smith attended the annual NE MN Synod Assembly at Cragun’s Resort in
Brainerd. It was interesting, educational and fun. We had good food, comfortable rooms and helpful staff.
There was a worship service each day with Sunday’s service featuring a mass choir—talented musicians and
wonderful music—ending the weekend on a high note.
We enjoyed looking at dozens of beautiful quilts on display to be bid on. Among those was the Laurentian
Conference quilt, which sold for $300, and another made by Barb Tanem, which sold for $160. The Market
Place had a wide variety of items—many beautifully hand-crafted—also for bidding on to buy.
There were two resolutions to be voted on: 1) to take action to help end human rights abuses in Ethiopia;
and 2) the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery and Commitment to Partner with our Ojibwa
Neighbors. Both passed.
From the many speakers we leaned: 1) how the Synod is involved in several countries: 2) the various causes
and programs it supports; and 3) the many ways it helps those in need.
Thanks to the congregation for sending us to the Synod Assembly. Our experience was very positive. If you
haven’t had a chance to attend in the past, please consider it for the future. It will definitely be worth your
while.
Barb Tanem and Linda Smith
A total of $33,072.16 was given during this Assembly. The individual totals are as follows:
• Friday/Saturday combined Offering for Seminary Scholarships and Seminarian Debt Relief: $3,747
• Sunday Offering Seminary Scholarships and Seminarian Debt Relief $4,899
• Brew with the Bishop for Seminary Scholarships and Seminarian Debt Relief $840
• Quilts for World Hunger $11,055
• Marketplace for World Hunger $4,473.50
• Quarter In-gathering for World Hunger $8,057.66

First Lutheran Church is blessed with many volunteers who with dedication and commitment serve
the church, the Hibbing community, and the world. During May these people helped Sunday worship services
happen:
 Assisting Ministers: Paul Tokarczyk, Betty Aanes, Tom Arnold, Dennis Flynn
 Acolyte: Ava Weyrauch, Cole Hughes, Carly Kolden, Toby Inforzato
 Greeters: The Qualley family, The Schweiberger family, The Stimac family, Mel and Shirley Scofield,
Joann Zozgornik
 Readers: Jean Nelson, Bobbi Nyland, Dennis Flynn, Tom Arnold
 Ushers: William Clymer, Dennis Flynn, Jeanne Albrecht, Darlene Bennett, Kay Dague, Karyl Giombetti,
George and Gloria Maras
 Videographers: Dale Berg, William Clymer, Larry Elj, Paula Kangas, Cathy & Forrest Koland, Dave Rian
 Offering Counters: Darlene Bennett, Gen Lervik, Sandy Carlson, Renae Grabanski, Kathy Morgan,
Galen and Ethel Erickson
 Fellowship Hosts: Emma Kangas, Paula Kangas, Sandy Carlson, Nancy White, Mel and Shirley Scofield,
Joann Zozgornik, Bob & Sheryl Tokarczyk
 Altar Guild: Barb Bautch, Connie Bryant, Kay Dague, Karyl Giombetti, Deno Kubena, Gen Lervik, Mary
Maki
 Sunday School Teachers: Patty Barsness, Nancy Greenwood, Melissa Peterson, Amy Fearing, Linda
Smith
Helping Worship Happen! If you would like to participate in ushering, reading, greeting, hosting fellowship or any of the other “Sunday Morning Helpers” categories please contact the church office.
We are in need of volunteers to join our Audio Visual team. You will be trained in the process of
recording our Sunday morning telecast, which is live fed to Hibbing Public Access Television – channel 5. Call
the church office.
Thank you to our Sunday School teachers for providing our youth with a wonderful Sunday School experience.
Donation update: After we paid for our Easter flowers we had $249.00 remaining. That amount will be
giving to the “Raise the Roof campaign.” Quarters collected for NE MN Synod-World Hunger amounted to
$193.50. Thanks you to everyone who donated.
Memorial Fund Report
Thank you to those who underwrite the cost of altar flowers and/or telecasting of FLC’s Sunday morning
worship service. During the month of May telecasts were given in memory of Kelsey Perkins by the her
mother, Lisa, in memory of Brenda Koschak by Ron and Joann Koschak, in memory of Loved Ones by Nancy
White, and in memory of Rev. Arthur Wickstrom by his friends. Altar flowers were given in memory of
Kelsey Perkins by her mother, Lisa, and in memory of Brenda Koschak by Ron and Joann Koschak.
A monetary gift was received from June Hendrickson to be used for landscaping and flowers in the patio
garden area. This gift was given in honor of Gen Lervik.
To underwrite the telecast of FLC's Sunday morning worship service, to contribute Altar flowers, or to donate a memorial gift for other designated purposes, please call the church office. The weekly telecast cost is
$30 which includes the live-feed on Sunday morning plus re-telecasts on Sunday, 9:30 pm, Wednesday, 8:00
pm and Thursday, 2:00 pm, all on the local cable television, channel 5.
FLC Memorial and Campership Fund Committee: Sandy Carlson, Jean Crep, Liz Kolden, Gen Lervik
Congratulations to First Lutheran High School Graduates:
Izabella Iozzo, Carson Link, Matthew Otto, Jaclyn Ridlon, Katherine “Katy” Vucetich
Condolences and prayers to the family and friends of Esther Anderson. Esther died on Saturday, May
10. Her funeral was held at First Lutheran Church Tuesday, May 16

Faith in Action...
“BE PREPARED” – it’s the Boy Scouts’ motto, and our pantries, tornado shelters and “car
trunk emergency supplies” all seem to affirm the fact that having some necessities on
hand in case of an emergency is a good idea.
In relief work, we call that idea preparedness and in LWR projects around the world,
preparedness is often woven into the overall project plan. For example, we work with
communities to save seeds for future growing seasons, firm up river banks, build homes
on safer sites, all in hopes that these precautions will help limit the impact of the next
drought, flood or storm. Quilts and kits can also be part of a preparedness plan, especially when LWR pre-positions those items in a secure location close to regions particularly vulnerable to emergencies.
One way we do that is through our membership in the United Nations Humanitarian
Response Depot (UNHRD) in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Through this partnership,
Quilts and Personal Care Kits have been distributed to people in Gaza who were displaced by conflict in July of 2014, and to people in Nepal whose homes were destroyed
by the earthquake in April of 2015.
And our partner, Lutheran World Federation, was grateful to have Personal Care and
Baby Care Kits pre-positioned in Haiti when Hurricane Matthew ripped through country,
affecting more than 1.4 million people. Though the kits were stored safely and securely,
the power of the storm blew the roofs off most of the buildings in the storage compound. As a result, many of the Baby Care Kits were soaked by the rain. Generous community members opened up all of the kits and meticulously washed all the baby clothing,
blankets and diapers, which you can see drying in the picture above. They then reassembled the kits, and distributed them to families in Les Cayes and Aquin, some of the hardest hit areas in the country. Amazingly, our partners were still able to share the kits in the
earliest days following the storm, providing comfort and basic necessities to families in
critical need.
Additional quilts and kits, as well as water filtration units, were shipped to Haiti immediately following the hurricane, and LWR’s team of staff and partners on the ground will
continue working with communities and the Haitian government to support recovery
and rebuilding efforts in the months to come. Thanks to your gifts and the hard work of
LWR’s country staff and partners, a little preparation went a long way!
By Melanie W. Gibbons,
LWR’s Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager
Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of U.S. Lutherans, serving communities living in poverty overseas.
This article was published in the Faith in Action newsletter—a newsletter especially for
LWR quilters and kit makers.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Lutheran Social
Service Supervised
Visitation held at First
Lutheran Monday –
Saturday as scheduled

9:30 am Worship
Service/Final Sunday
School until September
10:30 am Fellowship

5 Boniface, Bishop of
Mainz, missionary to
Germany, martyr

1 Justin, martyr at
Rome

6
1:00 pm Boutique
Crafters meet in
fellowship hall

1
13

12

9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Fellowship

7:00 pm Alanon,
Alateen, Gamanon

7:00 pm Alanon,
Gamanon

4:00 pm Property
Committee Meeting
5:00 pm Church
Council Meeting
20
1:00 pm FLC serves
meal at Salvation
Army

19

9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Fellowship

Saturday

Check out the FLC website
www.firsthibbing.org
Don’t forget to "Like" our Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/firsthibbing

2

3 The Martyrs of
Uganda

Office closed

7:00 pm Alanon,
Gamanon

11 The Holy Trinity

18 Second Sunday of
Pentecost

Friday

JUNE 2017 AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

First Lutheran Church
2201 Third Avenue East
Hibbing, MN 55746
218-263-8388
Pr. Ben Schori
Office Email: office@firsthibbing.org

4 Day of Pentecost

Thursday

7 Seattle, Chief of the
Duwamish Confederacy
10:00 Bible Study
(final study until
September)

14 Basil the Great,
Gregory of Nyssa, and
Gregory of Nazianzus,
bishops
Macrina, teacher

8
12:00 pm FLC serves
meal at Salvation Army
3:00 pm ELCA service
at Guardian Angels
15

9 Columba, Aidan and
Bede, renewers of the
church

10

Office closed

16

17

Office closed

Noon - Organs in
Revue at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church
21 Onesimos Nesib,
translator, evangelist
Noon - Organs in
Revue at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church

22

23

24 John the Baptist

Office closed

First Lutheran and Our Savior’s Lutheran Churches’ Day Camp at Our Savior’s LC
7:00 pm Alanon,
Gamanon
25 Third Sunday of
Pentecost

26

9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Fellowship
7:00 pm Alanon,
Gamanon

27 Cyril, Bishop of
Alexandria

28 Irenaeus, Bishop of
Lyons
Noon - Organs in
Revue at Wesley
United
Methodist
No Confirmation
Church

29 Peter and Paul

30
Office Closed

July events:

Fourth of July – Office
Closed for holiday
July 16 - “Lutherans in
the Park” outdoor
worship

Noon, July 19 – Organs
in Revue at First
Lutheran

*Child care is available to campers from
7:45 am – 9:00 am for those needing early
drop-off. Must pre register to ensure a spot
is available. Please check appropriate area
at bottom of this page.

Home Congregation ________________________

VOYAGEURS LUTHERAN MINISTRY DAY CAMP
CAMPER REGISTRATION AND HEALTH HISTORY
(Required for participation)

Camper Name

Male

Address

Birth Date

City, State, Zip

Home Phone

Grade completed

Parent/Guardian

Cell Phone

Emergency Contact

Emergency Phone

Health Insurance Co.

Female

Policy No.

IMMUNIZATIONS (Give dates)
DPT Series
Tetanus Booster
Haemophilus
influenzae b (Hib)

Polio Immunization
Hepatitis B
MMR (Measles, Mumps
Rubella)

ALLERGIES (Please check and describe reactions in space provided)
Hay Fever
Specific Foods:
Other:
Reactions:

Insect Stings

Penicillin

Poison Ivy

MEDICATIONS (List all medications currently in use)

LIST any illness, chronic condition, or physical consideration the camper has that may affect camp life:
OTHER suggestions that may help us to make your camper’s week more comfortable or enjoyable (fears,
anxieties, etc.):
A physical exam is not required unless the camper is under the care of a physician for a medical problem. If
this is the case, give physician’s name and pertinent dates and information.

I hereby enroll and give permission for my child to participate in the planned activities of Day Camp. I
acknowledge the health of my child to be ready for camp. In the event I cannot be reached in an
EMERGENCY, I hereby give my permission to the physician selected by the Day Camp Leader or
Congregational Day Camp Coordinator to secure any medical or emergency treatment deemed necessary.
Parent or Guardian’s Signature (Camper cannot attend unless this is signed) Date

*My child will need child care before the start of Day Camp
Yes_______ No________

